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Nepalese cleans Ueno Park in

Katmandu quake relief drive

“It’s the least I could do
in return for the aid that's
been given,” explained
Suraj Pradhan, who bas

been voluntarily pk.Hng

trash at Tokyo's Ueno ;ﬁ
every Saturday since May
30; about one month after a
huge quake struck his
home country. During the
cleanup sessions, he also
collects donations with his

Pradhan, 43, came to
Japan in 1997. Hq

Chiba University, even-
t

a doctoral
degree in architecture.
While

devoted himself to promoting the
cultare of Nepal through music
and cuisine as the head of
Hatemaro-kai, a group of young
N residents.

families of the members
were all safe. However, the disaster

Suraj Pradhan

“It’s the least
I could do in return
for the aid”

claimed nearly 9,000 lives in
Nepal and neighboring
countries. The old streets
and the World Heritage site
in Katmandu Valley —
whose protection Pradhan
had been advocating as an
architect — were severely

tourism
is a major industry for Ne-
pal, there is no telling when
the nation will see a re-

covery.

“Emergency ald — such
as provisions of food, medi-
cine and other items — is
» " said Pradhas.
“But medium- to long-
term support is also essen-
tial to restore the town-

The group's Nepalese
name, Hatemaro, means a
“circle of people holding
hands.” In addition to the
cleanup activity, Pradhan's fund-
raising screenings of Nepalese
movies, which have taken place
twice 5o far, have drawn a siz-
able audfence. The circle appears to
be growing. “What matters is what
we do next,” he said.
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Hatemalo Festival on Nov. 18, 2006

In Celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Nepal Japan Diplomatic Relations by NAJ, Hatemalo
Society, NIFJ




